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We are incredibly excited to announce a fu- filled and extremely
successful social drama * Ba — e — Mari — Boundary” featuring the
famous Padmarani, Sanat Vyas and their team.

“ KAMAAL KARE CHE DHAMAAL KARE, EK DOSI DOSA NE
HAJI WAHAL KARE CHE”

Don’t miss it!!!!

“ Ba —e — Mari — Boundary”

September 4™ at 7:00p.m, in Reagan High School,
7104 Berkman Drive , Austin, Texas 78752.

Please call to book your tickets.
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Please Note: seat numbers will be assigned one a first come first serve basis.
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PAST EVENT FEEDBACK

Just recently, we had our musical night. What a tremendous success! Great thanks and
congratulations go to the committee members and the Gujarati samaj members who
attended the program and made the event memorable for all of us and encouraged all
the talented artists in the show.

We really want all our samaj members to try and attend all our programs and events
and come together to support our community.

We would also like to take this opportunity thank all the volunteers for their extra effort
to help us coordinate and serve food and drinks at the event.

Special thanks to Bombay Express for sponsoring the food for the artists, Ambubhai for
artists accommodation arrangements, Kalpanaben and Mayaben for very tasty bhel and
Harshadbhai for all the drinks.

We really appreciate all our members and volunteers for their continuous support.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Navaratri Festival
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Diwali Festival
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UPCOMING FESTIVAL: RAKSHABANDHAN

"Raksha" means protection, "bandhan" means bound or binding.

|
oy Raksha bandhan, the festival to celebrate the immaculate love between
brothers and sisters is falling on August 28", 2007.
=
. India has always been known for its colorful festivals and its celebratory
t‘x"*‘w:a'--"“--...m. fervor. Fresh flowers, exchange of gifts, tying rakhis, new clothes, meeting

new and old friends and offering of sweets.

All these sum up a typical Indian celebration. Although the significance of these festivals varies with each
occasion, they are observed, without exception, with great pomp and joy. The basic characteristics of
Indian festivals are the gaiety, enthusiasm, feasts, customs, rituals, and prayers to God. Some of these
festivals are related to family and relationship bonding. Raksha Bandhan is one of the festival that
strengthen the bond of relationships through obeying of various rituals and customs related to them.
They keep the emotional bonding of the family members. say, between husband and wife, in-laws, or
brother and sisters alive and intact.

Around mid-August, on Shravan Purnima, Hindus all over celebrate Raksha Bandhan. "Raksha" means

protection, "bandhan" means bound or binding. In North India, the occasion is popularly called Raksha
Bandhan or Rakhi, the tying of an amulet. On this day, sisters tie an amulet, the Rakhi, around the right
wrist of their brothers praying for their long life and happiness.

In some places in medieval India, where women felt unsafe, they tied Rakhi round the wrists of men
they could count upon, regarding them as brothers.

In South India, RAKSHA BANDHAN is called Avani Avittam. The Raksha Bandhan full moon day is a
household festival for the men, where the sacred thread is ceremoniously changed.

The festival of Raksha Bandhan is similar to Karthikay in Kartika (October-November) in South India.
On this day, sisters offer food to brothers to wish them a long life. The festival is an occasion to
strengthen the bond between a brother and a sister.
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In ancient times a woman tied a 'raksha' on her husband's wrist to protect him from evil. Gradually this
changed; she tied a 'raksha' on her brother's right wrist, to protect him from evil influence and those
factors which may taint his character, and to strengthen the bond of sibling love between them. She
visits her home and performs his 'pujan' by applying kumkum and rice grains on his forehead. In return
the brother gives her a gift and vows to protect her too. The 'rakhadi' itself ranges from a coloured
cotton string to exquisitely decorated balls of various sizes and materials such as fluffy cotton, 'zari'
paper, tinsel, beads and so on.

A second sentiment relates to 'Baleva' and our devotion to the Lord. Just as Bali Raja offered devotion to
Lord Narayan by sacrificing his kingdom and himself, devotees should endeavor to emulate him. That is




the true spirit of Baleva.

On Raksha Bandhan day, priests also tie rakhis on their patrons and in return receive offerings from
them. In some parts of the country it is customary to draw figures on the walls of their home and
worship them with offerings of vermilion and kheer. The imprints of palms are also put on either side of
the entrance and rakhis are stuck on them. Some parts of India also reserve this day for the sacred
thread changing ceremony when the young boys discard the old one and don a new one ritualistically.
However it is the symbolic everlasting bond between brothers and sisters that reinforces ties between
them even across continents, which has the most significance on this auspicious day.
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Narali Purnima

On the full moon day of Shravan, after one or two months of heavy rains and strong winds, the sea
becomes calm. On this day boats are allowed to launch into the sea again. But before doing so the sea is
worshipped by throwing a coconut ("naral”) into the water. In this way Varun, the god of the water, is
worshipped.

The Coconut as “"Prasad”

The coconut is a fruit full of symbolism. It is known as “Shriphal”, or “divine fruit”. Within its hard shell it
contains food and drink, the two essential elements God has placed in creation for man’s nourishment.
The hard shell expresses God’s desire that man should enjoy the fruits of the earth through personal
effort. The coconut is the most common fruit used as an offering to God. The effort needed to break the
shell represents the element of sacrifice. The kernel and the water are first offered to God and then
shared with all those present, and also taken home to be shared with relatives and neighbours as
“prasad”, or food blessed by God.

Raksha BandhanToday

The passing of time and the concept of globalization have influenced the festivals and the ways of
celebrating it. Today tying of Rakhi is not confined to the siblings alone. The concept has been widened
and Rakhi is tied to anybody whom a girl wants to be a sister of. Nowadays, Raksha Bandhan day is also
a day for some of the girls to visit the orphanages or prisons to tie Rakhi to the inmates of the
orphanage and jails. This is a total humanitarian approach. This kind act gives the fated Rakhi brothers a
feeling of hope that there are people who love and care for them too.

To conclude, Raksha Bandhan stirs up one of the deepest and noblest emotions in the human breast—
the abiding and chaste bond of love between the brother and the sister. The delicate cord tied by the
sister to the brother on this day pulsates with this sublime sentiment. The sister-brother relationship
highlighted by the Rakhi goes far beyond the mere personal protection of a female from a male. It also
implies the basic element of an amicable and harmonious social life where all members of the society
look upon themselves as brothers and sisters and as children of one common motherland.




HOW ABOUT SOME LAUGHS?

You Can't Say Your Tax Dollars Are Just "Wasted"...




Jay Gohil , CCIM, CRB, CRS, GRI
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Office: (512) 258-4248 Fax: (512) 258-1234 www.jaygohilrealty.com
CELL: (512)789-6747 jay@jaygohilrealty.com

* Real Estate Consulting  * Residential/Commercial Buy/Sell- Leasing
* Land/Lots * Hotel/Motel * Loan Processing * Relocation Services
* Property Management

Committed and Dedicated to Community Services

Experience The Difference

Always Available at Your Convenience and Time
For your Real Estate needs
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Your Realtor, Your Partner
Call * 1 :*$"1%$ -
or
Email - ( .B6 500 (
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Buyers * Sellers * Investors * Relocations
Residential * Multifamily * Commercial * Business

Nitin Shah
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Avyurveda for your skin
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Enliven Your Party With Heart-throbbing
Live Hindi Singing With Karaoke Music

L

Professional Quality Live Singing Performances For Al Party Occasions
Extensive Collection Of Old, New &I Latest Hindi Karaoke Tracks
Encourage Audience Participation in Singing
To Make Your Next Party A Memorable One Book A Show
With Us
Call: VAISHALI
(512) 246-2754 OR_(512) 468-9432
vaishali.tendolkar@yahoo.com




AMBICA FOODS

HIGH7 GH7 -*0% (.0 (2
Phone. (512) 828-3000

Asian Groceries

Fresh & Frozen Vegetables
Fresh Home Made Roti
Fresh Snacks & Sweets
Ready to Eat Meals & Frozen Foods
Ayurvedic & Health Medicines
Pooja & Marriage Materials
Recipe Books, Arts & Crafts
Beauty & Fashion
Magazines, CDs & DVDs
Utensils & Appliances

WAL*MART

Ambica

(®) TARGET




GUJARATI SAMAJ OF GREATER AUSTIN

We are often asked by the people who want to become members of the Gujarati samaj but are not sure
why they should join the samaj. So, in the newsletter we thought we should elaborate a little bit on what
we all do and the purpose for us community to come together and share common interests, help each
other for referrals and support a person in need far from our native country.

(> Here's what you get with Gujarati Samaj Membership

= Cultural Connection
Excellent opportunity to become part of emerging Gujarati Samaj Community in the Central Texas
Region. You will meet Gujarati Professionals, Business Owners, and have enormous Networking
opportunities. This is an excellent opportunity to develop a social circle and make new and life
long friends. And who knows...you may even find some old Connections too!

= Celebrations of Festivals
We celebrate festivals with true spirit combined with great food and cultural aspects.
Navratri: GSGA hires professional Singers/Music Group to perform those melodious Garba/Rass
tunes.
Diwali: We begin with cultural programs involving kids and adults and serve delicious authentic
Gujarati food.

= Special Events throughout the year

= Family Trips: Let's enjoy the party at a remote place! Cruise? Camping? Charter Tours? Or other.
Fun packed Picnics: Great Lunch+Dinner, Great Games, D] Music, Karaoke, Raffle prizes...
Everything under shades of Metro park.

= Events for Seniors
Seniors Picnic: Let's meet, eat & socialize under Picnic Park!
Senior Get-togethers and Bhajans: How about a delicious Gujarati dinner meeting at a local
Indian restaurant? Twice a year sounds grrrrreat!

= Samaj Scholarships & Recognition for elite school kids. Let’s pat their backs!

= Access to Gujarati Samaj member directory. Know your fellow Gujaratis.

= Access to useful information online at Samaj Website - find out about events, apply
memberships, buy events tickets, etc. Samaj Site caters members with useful & up-to-date
information.

= Have a business? This will be an excellent opportunity to advertise your products/services in
Samaj Events, Publications & Website.

= Opportunity to become part of Samaj management committees. Help us make Samaj better
and better. Samaj needs you!

= Volunteering Opportunity: Want to do some Samaj Seva? We always welcome helping hands!

... and much more that cannot be listed in words! So why wait? Join the commotion and -.(6. -
1-.-/ ( C 7 !

Becoming part of Samaj takes less than 2 minutes of your efforts, so lets get started!




GUJARATI SAMAJ Of GREATER AUSTIN

WWwWw.gujaratisamajaustin.org
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Applying for:
(Check One)
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Applicant’s

Name:

Spouse’s Name

(If applicable)

Address:

00 -

Phone#:

Email:

Dependents
Living with you
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Age Name
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Address

Make check Payable to:
Mail application & check
to:
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PMN Builders, INc.

( Formerly Galaxy Construction)

Tired of dealing with Architects, the City, the Health Dept.,
Franchises, and Equipment Suppliers? CALL US TODAY! We will do it
all for you, so you can concentrate on your business.

Serving central Texas since 1997, we provide design/build turn-key project services at a
reasonable cost. Design/build combined service allows us to do value engineering as a
part of design. By completing projects on schedule and within the budget, our satisfied
clients are the key to our success.

We specialize in :

Hotels/motels Restaurants Ice Cream Franchise Sores
Tenant build out for offices & stores in shopping centers
Shopping center construction and more-----

CALL Mahesh Naik visit our web site : pmnbuilders.com
Phone: (512) 785-0599
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